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Dear IHO Secretariat,
 
Please receive the reaction to CL49/2017 of the Netherlands below. NL wishes to congratulate the CSBWG with the achievement of this draft document, which we consider an important step forward for the implementation of CSB.
 
Kind regards,
 
Leendert Dorst
Deputy Hydrographer of the Netherlands
 
COMMENTS
 
1. GENERAL 
The primary target audience is, according to Section II of the Introduction, the “collectors” of CSB data. The following text is very detailed, especially on technical and legal matters. It seems to be more focused on “trusted nodes”, the secondary target audience. It gives the impression of a set of instructions, rather than a “guidance document”. We expect a guidance document to describe the general processes. Additional instructions could be provided in Annexes, but not in the main text. The current document may demotivate the mariner to contribute because of its complexity – rather than motivate to contribute to a very useful initiative, for himself and the rest of the maritime/marine sector. We would recommend to test the remaining main text with a panel of regular mariners, to check if it is sufficiently easy to comprehend.
 
2. SECTION 2.3.1 Sensor Offsets
It would only be useful to record sensor offsets if there is confidence that the trusted node or the DCDB will really do something with this information. We are suspicious that the vertical uncertainty of the data does, in the majority of the cases, not support the investment in high-quality positional uncertainty, as the sea floor below a ship track is usually changing only gradually. To expect that a trusted node performs additional processing steps may reduce the motivation of an organization to become a trusted node. The CSB initiative is highly dependent on the perception of collectors and trusted nodes as a straightforward process.
 
3. SECTION 2.3.2 Variations in Draft
The key variable for most categories of ships is cargo, not fuel or supplies.
 
4. SECTION 3.3.1 Required Data
The Table lists Course Over Ground, not Heading. In case the procedure Section 2.3.1 is followed for sensor offsets, the trusted node/DCDB would need Heading, not Course Over Ground.
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