Commenti IHO

The IIM thinks that the CSB Guidance is a strategic tool for the implementation of crowdsourced bathymetry and proper standards for the collection of hydro-oceanographic data with new technologies – i.e. Satellite Derived Bathymetry (SDB). 
At the same time, a proper framework to make data available to all stakeholders (IHO DCDB), for a variety of applications, will increase data repeatability and interchangeability. If vessels collect and donate depth information while on passage, the data can be used to identify uncharted features, to assist in verifying charted information, and to help confirm that existing charts are appropriate for the latest traffic patterns. In 
Due to an ever increasing number of public and private contributors, hydrography is confirmed as a pillar for the Blue Economy (a better “blue knowledge” for a more efficient “blue economy”) also in UE projects such as EMODNET Coastal Mapping and Bathymetry, where CSB Guidance would be a reference document for data interchangeability.
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Following some comments on the legal Aspect Chapter:
Comment 01: Pag. 47 (5.3.1 Crowdsourced Bathymetry Collectors) we suggest to attach a list of  the IHO Member States that have indicated as acceptable the collection of CSB as part of passage sounding in waters under their jurisdiction.

Comment 02:  Pag 48. (5.3.4 Data User) we suggest the following addition: “CSB users should declare what the data are used for”.


