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Venue
TSCOM met jointly with SCRUM November 12-13, 2018, 
at Hotel Kurrajong, Canberra, Australia

We gratefully acknowledge Geoscience Australia and 
Land Information New Zealand for:

• Excellent logistical support

• Fine venue

• Superb hospitality provided by our hosts



Reports of Activities
• TSCOM tabled reports on:

- GEBCO_2014 grid
- EMODNet
- Crowd-Sourced Bathymetry
- IHO DCDB
- Cook Book Update
- Metadata Working Group
- Outreach Working Group
- GEBCO Symposium

• Reports on Seabed 2030 and regional mapping activities were 
taken under SCRUM

• See reports for the details



TSCOM Actions
• GEBCO_2014 grid maintenance 

• BODC request to withdraw grid display software and associated GDA CDROM, in favor of 
development of online services

• Request to review and update TSCOM ToRs

• Support of Seabed 2030

• Cook Book updated – new Chapter “Finding Gaps to Map”

• Initiated Metadata Working Group

• IHO Publication B-7 (Guidelines for Ocean Mapping) reviewed by TSCOM
- B-7 retired, superseded by GEBCO website

• Interim amendment of IHO Resolutions
- Full amended version pending guidelines from Seabed 2030
- See GGC34-5.3
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TSCOM Reviewed B-7 Guidelines

• Up-to-date 
information already 
on GEBCO website

• IHO Publication B-7 
retired



Interim Amendment of IHO Resolutions

• TSCOM/SCRUM 
completed interim 
amendment last year

• Updated language, data 
format and transfer 
protocols

• Word “or” highlighted in 
yellow is change from 
GGC34-5.3

• Full amendment pending 
input from Seabed 2030



Interim Amendment of IHO Resolutions
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Future GEBCO Grid Updates
• GEBCO_2014 grid currently on GEBCO website for download

• Data have been added to “GEBCO_2017,” but not publicly available
- will serve as base for new grid release through NF-GEBCO Seabed 

2030 Project

• GEBCO_2018 grid at 15 arc-second resolution due December 2018

• Up-sampling 30 arc-second GEBCO grid to 15 arc-second spacing only increases 
resolution over subsequently incorporated higher resolution bathymetric surveys

• Up-sampling will greatly increase megabyte size of grid made available for download 
from GEBCO website

• GEBCO grid altimetric depths are based on SRTM30_Plus V5, recommend GEBCO 
officials contact Scripps about using SRTM15_PLUS



New Updates to Cook Book

13

• Update published Sept. 2018

• New Chapter 16:  Finding Gaps to Map

• Section 16.1 – Google Earth Pro and 
SRTM30_PLUS Overlays

• Section 16.2 – Assessing Gaps via 
Bathymetric Sounding Density

• Section 16.3 – GIS Approach to Prioritizing 
the Gaps to Map



Metadata Working Group
• Federica Foglini is Chair

• Metadata guidelines for contributing bathymetric data to S2030

• 25 volunteers to work on MWG

• Survey about metadata needs

• Results being synthesized

• Discussions ensuing
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13th Annual GEBCO Symposium
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• James O Fairfax Theatre, Australian National Gallery, Nov. 14, 2018

• Tim Kearns and Jaya Roperez, Conveners

• 44 presentations, 4 Digital Posters

• Attendees from all over the world



Break-out: South and West Pacific Ocean
• Led by Geoffrey Lamarche

• Attendees:
Fan Miao (China)
Jennifer Jenchks (USA)
Hanruka Ogawa (Japan)
Tim Kearns (USA)
Robin Beaman (Australia)
Paul Johnson (USA)
Mark Zimmerman (USA)
Wendy Stewart (Australia)
Lindsay Gee (USA)
Hyo Hyun Sung (S. Korea)
Eunmi Chang (S. Korea)

Felipe Barrios Burnett (Chile)
Patricio Carrasco (Chile)
Geoffroy Lamarche (New Zealand)
Shin Tani (Japan)
Brook Tozer (USA)
Karen Marks (USA)
Toyoki Sasakura (Japan)
Motoharu Sonogashira (Japan)



Summary Points

• Investigate if NCEI (in collaboration with ESRI) can provide a GIS 

layer in IHO DCDB that shows polygons of where data exist but are 

not available.

– SID and dates of surveys are needed so users can estimate when data 

might become available.

• Address how to get polygons of existing (but not available) data and 

planned surveys from 1) research, 2) industry, and 3) governments.

– RDACC committee members are strong in reaching out to various 

countries and states.

• Develop a survey register of planned surveys and proposed 

tracklines to avoid remapping.

– Explore tools for optimal pathways, fuel savings (help from ESRI), etc.

Break-out: South and West Pacific Ocean



Actions

• Make software package or method for enabling 
polygon contributions that is easy to use

• Develop work flow for users to submit data to 
S2030, and communicate it to the public

• What are tools for visualizing gaps? 
– Bathy Globe from CCOM (UNH)
– May be demonstrated in IHO-IOC Cook Book chapter

Break-out: South and West Pacific Ocean



Plenary: GEBCO Outreach and Capacity 
Building

• Led by Sung

• Discussions on growing GEBCO community, 
potential targets, resources needed, linking 
GEBCO webpages to targets, outreach and 
engagement

• Notes to be submitted to Permanent Secretary

• Activity is ongoing
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END OF PRESENTATION


